Treasures of the Torab

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
46 and upon finding a single pearl of great value,
bhe went and sold all that he bad and bought it.” Matthew 13:45

‘How Much should I give? - ‘Give from your heart’

25th February 2023 - 4 Adar 5783

Terumah - Contributions/Offerings.
Exodus 25:1-27:19

Shalom Talmidim,

In this week’s Parsha, we begin by looking at the building of the Tabernacle or Mishkan, and the
specific details given to Moses by YHVH. But what does it all mean? Let us begin.

Ch 25 Adonai said to Moshe, 2 “Tell the people of Isra’el to take up a collection for me — accept a
contribution from anyone who wholeheartedly wants to give. 3 The contribution you are to take
from them is to consist of gold, silver and bronze; 4 blue, purple and scarlet yarn; fine linen, goat’s
hair, 5 tanned ram skins and fine leather; acacia-wood; 6 oil for the light, spices for the anointing
oil and for the fragrant incense;

7 onyx stones and other stones to be set, for the ritual vest and breastplate.

8 They are to make me a sanctuary, so that | may live among them. 9 You are to make it according
to everything | show you — the design of the Tabernacle and the design of its furnishings. This is
how you are to make it.” CJB

In Parsha Mishpatim, we read how the people agree to the commandments of the covenant.
Unanimously their voices resound. ‘Ok, we can move on now’, says Moses.

Having received a resounding thumbs up from the people, the next phase can be approached.
YHVH commanded that the men must approach Him three times a year. This will be during the
feast of unleavened bread — 50 days after, the feast of first fruit, Shavuot and then the feast of
Ingathering or Tabernacles at the the end of the year. Note that this is at the end of the biblical or
sacred year — Tabernacles - Tabernacles is in the month of Tishri. In the civil year Tishri is the
seventh month.

From now on, the remaining chapters of Exodus will focus upon the building of YHVH’s sanctuary.

Though YHVH asks that the people should give in materials for the building of the Mishkan, we do
not see specifically see that this is a command as such. The people are to give that is apparent,
but the size of the gift is discretionary. They must give in accordance with what their heart tells
them. We see this offering is very distinct from the giving of tithes. These offerings were to be



used specifically for the building of the Tabernacle, its main frame, furnishings and the priestly
garments.

The pattern of the Mishkan must be adhered to precisely. YHVH says in v8, ‘Let them build Me a
sanctuary that | may dwell among them.’” The first item to be made will be the Ark of the
Covenant. This is where the stone tablets of the covenant will be housed. This ark must be
covered inside and out with gold and the poles of the ark must remain in the rings attached to the
ark itself. Note that the inside of the ark is as important as the outside. The reasoning behind this,
according to the talmud is that the inside appearance of one who studies the Torah, must be the
same as the outside appearance. The lid and the cherubim must be made from pure and
hammered gold.

In future chapters we will read more of the specifics of the structure and outline of the Tabernacle
and who YHVH chose to be in charge of the crafting of all the items. All of these details, YHVH
gave to Moses to tell the people.

In the first part of this series of the Tabernacle outline we see first, the making of the ark and its
accessories. Next we have the bowls, ladles and the jars, made from gold, in which the libations
will be offered. The table for the showbread is next, followed by the golden seven-branched
lampstand. The Lord in v40 reinforces the instruction for Moses to observe the pattern of these.

We see that YHVH is setting the scene or dressing the things which will dwell within the Holy of
Holies and the Holy Place.

In reality, no record exists of what the items looked like at the time of origin. We have in the
accounts, the materials, dimensions and the purposes of each one. We can only imagine their
beauty and magnificence. Everything made, was made by the most skilled craftsmen, who were
given supernatural wisdom in understanding the techniques of every part of its construction.
Human hands made the sanctuary for YHVH. When the Most High, whose abode was heaven,
chose to dwell with man, the tent in which He dwelt among us was made from the things that
human hands constructed and from which came from the substance of the earth. How much
does this reveal about how the Son of God came to dwell with us? We forget that YHVH could
have built this magnificent tent Himself, yet He asked for the offerings of men and the skills of
their hands to build for Him a house in which His presence would travel with the people
throughout their wilderness journey.

We should really stop and think on this for a moment.

Friends, we must realise that YHVH desired to dwell among His children, but for their sake He had
to remain hidden from them, revealing himself only by the fire and smoke that hovered above the
Mishkan.

The Tabernacle dimensions and specifics, including the arc and additional furniture within,
describe for us the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. This is the sanctuary of YHVH. The
decorative detail, the richness of embroidery in fine gold and the imagery of the cherubim, reflect
the sanctuary of YHVH here on earth at the time of creation. Just as the humans were forbidden
to enter the garden again, by the guardian cherubim, the message is relayed again to the people
through the symbology of the images within the curtains. Only the process of the consecration of
the High Priest and the appropriate offerings of blood sacrifices, will allow entrance.

All of these are signs and foreshadows of events to come. Through Messiah Yeshua, who has
become our High Priest; Heb 4 :14-16. Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we
do not have a high priest who is unable to empathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God'’s
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need.

Through Christ our High priest we have, offered for us, the acceptable blood sacrifice, once and
for all, and now we can have access to the Holy place - direct communication with the Father.



However, we still have to continue in the process, or work out our salvation in trepidation, lest we
enter that sacred space in an inappropriate and unholy condition. We will see in a later study, how
YHVH designed bells on the High Priest’s garments so that all would know that the High priest
was entering into the presence of the Most High.

Having our Messiah fulfil the necessary requirements in order that we may approach the throne of
El Shaddai with boldness, does not mean that the protocols of entry into the sacred and most
holy place can be disregarded and treated with familiarity.

Moses is commanded to build the Mishkan. But does God ask too much?

We read that the people had only to give to building of the Tabernacle from the things that YHVH
had them take from the people of Egypt.

Ex 12:34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being
bound up in their clothes on their shoulders.

35 Now the Israelites had acted in accordance with the word of Moses; and they had asked the
Egyptians for articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing. 36 The Lord gave the people favor
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they gave them what they asked. And so they plundered the
Egyptians [of those things]. AMP

Friends, YHVH has already made provision for us, and so we realise that what we offer to Him
actually comes from Him, and that even the provision of life itself and the abundance of it is His to
begin with. Even the prayers and the praise and worship we offer Him comes directly from Him
and is the work of His Holy Spirit. YHVH paid a ransom price for us in the offering of His incarnate
Son and this we also come to recognise as a beautiful gift-price to us by Him. We have so much
to be grateful for. Yeshua asks only that we love God with all our hearts, soul, mind and strength
and to love each other as ourselves. Why is this important? Because the love of each other
reflects His love for all of us, and that love comes from the Father’s heart. We are to be reflectors
of God’s love and image in this world.

This restorative process, our re-imaging, is something that we all agree with when we become
born again. The truth of the freedom from the bondage of this world does not mean however, that
we can dwell upon this earth living our own lives in some super altered reality type of freedom, but
that we must live in the freedom that has been attained for us at so great a price.

YHVH tells us that He chose us among all the nations to be a holy people, separate to Him and
that we should be the light bearers of His word to a fallen world. YHVH is making us into a
remnant priesthood of royal status.

The restoration of His people and the building of the Mishkan is symbolic of creation’s plan. The
Mishkan represents the place of God, Zion. Zion is the place that YHVH positioned His dwelling
place on earth. The garden is the outer court - Eden the inner court and the Holy place, with
YHVH dwelling on the mount or throne of His kingdom, at its highest point.

In Moses day, the Tabernacle will be built on earth, and it will be built through the hearts and
hands of the people who proclaim that YHVH is God of gods, and whose throne is above the
heavens. In this plan given to Moses through a divine encounter, we see in a way, something very
beautiful. Though the Tabernacle is the outline of the journey we all must make, through the
sacrificial and the priestly, it also reveals the perfecting of the Bride of Messiah and her final
positioning in order for her entrance back into the Garden. She will through the dedicated service
of the priests and her consecration, enter into the most Holy place, the Holy of Holies. But on
another note, we see that man, having been expelled from the Garden, and can no longer dwell in
the presence of his creator, is allowed proximity to God, by God making the decision to dwell
among him, though be it through in a sacred space, hand made by man and not by Him. Did
YHVH miss dwelling with His creation, perhaps?

Though the people were being formed into a nation, and on top, given the Torah, they were still
sinful. But practically, YHVH could not dwell amongst the sin of His children, and thus the Holy of
Holies was to be the place that would bring the two into the closest proximity.
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It is considered that Moses was born approximately 2000 years after creation.
2000 years approximately after the release of the people from Egypt, our Messiah came once
again to visit His people. Let us read and ponder on this passage from John 1 in the AMP version.

1 In the beginning [before all time] was the Word (Christ), and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God Himself. 2 He was [continually existing] in the beginning [co-eternally] with God.

3 All things were made and came into existence through Him; and without Him not even one thing
was made that has come into being. 4 In Him was life [and the power to bestow life], and the life
was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines on in the darkness, and the darkness did not understand
it or overpower it or appropriate it or absorb it [and is unreceptive to it].

The Witness of John the Baptist

6 There came a man commissioned and sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came
as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe [in Christ, the Light] through him.
8 John was not the Light, but came to testify about the Light.

9 There it was—the true Light [the genuine, perfect, steadfast Light] which, coming into the world,
enlightens everyone. 10 He (Christ) was in the world, and though the world was made through
Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own [that which
belonged to Him—His world, His creation, His possession], and those who were His own [people
—the Jewish nation] did not receive and welcome Him. 12 But to as many as did receive and
welcome Him, He gave the right [the authority, the privilege] to become children of God, that is, to
those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) His name— 13 who were born, not of blood
[natural conception], nor of the will of the flesh [physical impulse], nor of the will of man [that of a
natural father], but of God [that is, a divine and supernatural birth—they are born of God—
spiritually transformed, renewed, sanctified)].

The Word Made Flesh

14 And the Word (Christ) became flesh, and lived among us; and we [actually] saw His glory, glory
as belongs to the [One and] only begotten Son of the Father, [the Son who is truly unique, the only
One of His kind, who is] full of grace and truth (absolutely free of deception). 15 John testified
[repeatedly] about Him and has cried out [testifying officially for the record, with validity and
relevance], “This was He of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than | and
has priority over me, for He existed before me.’” 16 For out of His fullness [the superabundance of
His grace and truth] we have all received grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual
blessing, favor upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift]. 17 For the Law was given through Moses,
but grace [the unearned, undeserved favor of God] and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No
one has seen God [His essence, His divine nature] at any time; the [One and] only begotten God
[that is, the unique Son] who is in the intimate presence of the Father, He has explained Him [and
interpreted and revealed the awesome wonder of the Father].

YHVH made with Moses, a covenant and created a unique relationship between the two of them.
Moses dwelt and communed with YHVH in the tent of meeting. His communion with the divine
Most High God, made him radiate the glory of God among the people.

When we think of this, we too should be able to radiate the light of Christ amongst the people of
the world. The Holy Spirit dwells within us after all, and probably, and with some honesty, we
might consider why, if this light shines among the believers of Christ, our world seems such a dark
and chaotic place.

| believe, and | offer this to you, that the journey through the plan of the Tabernacle is coming to
an end. Is the Bride about to enter the Holy Place? If her heart calls out to her beloved, and He
sees the desire of her heart, He will make every effort to come to her.

There is however, a caveat; the priests must do their part. Selah.



24 *Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha.

[May Adonai bless you and keep you.]

25 Ya’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka.

[May Adonai make his face shine on you and show you his
favour.]

26 Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem I’kha shalom

May Adonai lift up his face toward you and give you peace.]

Until next time.
Shabbat Shalom
Grant Marshall: Co-founder Arrows of Ephrayim Ministries
The Lost Sheep Community Fellowship UK

Glossary

Midrash: In Judaism, the Midrash is the genre of rabbinic literature which contains early
interpretations and commentaries on the Written Torah and Oral Torah (spoken law and sermons),
as well as non-legalistic rabbinic literature (Aggadah) and occasionally the Jewish religious laws
(halakha), which usually form a running commentary on specific passages in the Hebrew Scripture
(Tanakh)

Targum: Targum Onkelos (or Ongelos), is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum (Aramaic
translation) to the Torah. However, its early origins may have been western, in Israel. Its authorship
is attributed to Onkelos, a famous convert to Judaism in Tannaic times (c. 35-120 CE)

Targum Jonathan: Targum Jonathan), otherwise referred to as Targum Yonasan/Yonatan, is the
official eastern (Babylonian) Targum to the Nevi'im/Prophets. Its early origins, however, are
western

(i.e. from the Land of Israel), and the Talmudic tradition attributes its authorship to Jonathan ben
Uzziel of Jerusalem in the time of King Herod

Tannaim: Tannaim were the Rabbinic sages whose views are recorded in the Mishnah, from
approximately 10- 220 CE. The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the Mishnaic period,
lasted about 210 years.

Talmud: The Talmud means "instruction, learning", "teach, study") is a central text of Rabbinic
Judaism. The term "Talmud" normally refers to the collection of writings named specifically the
Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli), although there is also an earlier collection known as the
Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi) or Palestinian

The Talmud has two components:

1. The Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law;

2. The Gemara (c. 500 CE), an elucidation of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings that often
ventures onto other subjects and expounds broadly on the Hebrew Bible

Jubilees: The Book of Jubilees claims to present "the history of the division of the days of the
Law, of the events of the years, the year-weeks, and the jubilees of the world" as revealed to
Moses (in addition to

the Torah or "Instruction") by angels while he was on Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights.
The chronology given in Jubilees is based on multiples of seven; the jubilees are periods of 49
years, seven "year- weeks", into which all of time has been divided.

Vulgate: This is the Latin Bible. Translated from the Hebrew and Aramaic by Jerome between 382
and 405 CE, this text became knowns as the 'versio vulgata', which means ‘common translation'.
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