Treasures of the the Torah

Again, the kingdom of heaven s like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
46 and upon finding a single pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought 1t.
Matthew 13:45

‘Let Heaven Touch the Earth’

13th May 2023  22nd lyyar 5783

B’Har/‘On Mount Sinai’ / Bechukotai - ‘In My Regulations’
Leviticus 25:1 — 27:33

Shabbat Shalom Talmadim,
Blessings for a great Shabbat, and for the week ahead. From Shabbat to Shabbat may the name
of the Lord be praised!

This week, we have yet again a double portion. Why do we have so many double portions?

During the feasts of YHVH, there are additional holiday readings incorporated into the weekly
readings. There is also the factor of the leap year. However, simply put, there are more portions
that Sabbaths.

Key events

YHVH gives Moses the laws of the Sabbath year (Sh’mita Year) and the year of Jubilee.
The land must rest and have a fallow year.

Servants are set free and land is given back to their original owners.

The rules for the different tithes.

The consequences of not obeying the Laws of the Covenant.

In this week’s reading we begin in Parsha B’har.

The Sabbath Year and Year of Jubilee

Lev 25:1 The Lord spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Speak to the children of Israel and
say to them, ‘When you come into the land which | am giving you, then the land shall keep a
Sabbath to the Lord. 3 For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your
vineyard and gather in its crop. 4 But in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of rest for the
land, a Sabbath to the Lord; you shall not sow [seed in] your field nor prune your vineyard. 5
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Whatever reseeds itself (uncultivated) in your harvest you shall not reap, nor shall you gather the
grapes from your uncultivated vine, it shall be a year of sabbatical rest for the land. 6 And all of you
shall have for food whatever the [untilled] land produces during its Sabbath year; yourself, and
your male and female slaves, your hired servant, and the foreigners who reside among you, 7 even
your domestic animals and the [wild] animals that are in your land shall have all its crops to

These are the words that YHVH spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai and thus the parsha title refers to
that mount.

Breaking the Covenant
Have you ever wondered what it might mean to be a ‘covenant breaker’ and what the
repercussion might be?

The word ‘covenant’ in Hebrew is ‘Berith’ Strongs H1285. There is another word that is associated
or tied (excuse the pun) to this word. It is , ‘Masoreth’: Strongs 4562, It means ‘bond’. This is
from the root ‘Asar’ H631,which means: to tie, bind or imprison.

The word ‘berith’, in Hebrew, is a legal term that denotes an allegiance, alliance, or treaty that has
been made, and in particular to one being made with a monarch — as with a constitution.

The opening passage of this week’s parsha, brings us to the end of the third book within the
Torah. In Bechutokai, meaning ‘In My regulations’, the Lord will affirm the binding agreement
between Him and Israel.

Let us read:

Lev 26:3 “If you live by my regulations, observe my mitzvot and obey them; 4 then | will
provide the rain you need in its season, the land will yield its produce, and the trees in the field will
yield their fruit. 5 Your threshing time will extend until the grape harvest, and your grape
harvesting will extend until the time for sowing seed. You will eat as much food as you want and
live securely in your land.

6 “I will give shalom in the land — you will lie down to sleep unafraid of anyone. I will rid the land
of wild animals. The sword will not go through your land. 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they
will fall before your sword. 8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten
thousand — your enemies will fall before your sword.

9 *“I will turn toward you, make you productive, increase your numbers and uphold my covenant
with you. 10 You will eat all you want from last year’s harvest and throw out what remains of the
old to make room for the new. 11 I will put my tabernacle among you, and I will not reject you,
12 but I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people.

Mishpatim, in the book of Exodus, chapter 21, is also the parsha concerning the Covenant code
and begins:

Ex 21 “These are the rulings you are to present to them:

2 “If you purchase a Hebrew slave, he is to work six years; but in the seventh, he is to be given his
freedom without having to pay anything.

Together with Leviticus, the book of the ‘Priestly Laws”, YHVH cements the covenant with the
layman and the priest.

Parsha Bechukotai, presents to us, quite visually, the double edged sword of YHVH’s word. On
one edge we see the wonderful blessings that He bestows and on the other edge the judgements
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He must sadly bring upon those who refuse to, or willingly break the constitution He has drawn up
for His nation and the land His people will occupy.

We must remember that Israel does not possess the land God has given them to occupy, but are
only custodians of it, and thus cannot live how they want or in accordance to their own laws. To
live in the land the people must obey His regulations. In this way, they will abide in peace and the
land will prosper and vyield its crop in abundance.

| have met many people who see the God of the Old Covenant as somewhat of a vengeful, angry
and harsh disciplinarian, somehow removed from the God of the Renewed Covenant. Though it
may seem so, YHVH is the same God of both covenants. We see the discipline and anger of God
prevailing through the narrative because the people simply keep breaking His regulations. He still
loves them, and like a good father, He must bring good discipline, however harsh it may seem.

The themes of the prophets speak in general of: redemption and restoration, but first the subject
of sin must be addressed. Repentance must be sought because judgment is coming.
Restoration, through the coming Messiah, the servant of God, and the atonement must also
happen so that the final restoration during the Messianic age will occur.

In this moment of time, we in our generation, are withessing an unprecedented process of
change. We hear the news and the tumultuous series of events that pervade our world and affect
our lives in every sphere and through every media platform available.

Our eyes must remain on what is written by God, because what is written is the voice of God in
ink.

Though chaos ensues, the stabilising factor is that the God who made our world is in control over
every force and power, cosmic and earth bound, natural and man-made, that governs and
influences us.

We must be aware that our world is temporal and passing away, and though this may be the case,
we look to what will come to replace it, and so we look to the ‘new' and the ‘then’, not to the
‘now' and the ‘what was’. God in effect, is moving backward toward us and we are moving
toward Him in a backward motion because restoration is taking place. It is all a mystery and a
paradox.

Our lives look toward the future, whether it is death to a finite outcome, or an eternal life, all of
creation will end up in a place of fulfilment. God’s plan will make everything complete.

Redemption does not work through a set of arbitrary and ambiguous rules. It happens because
the rules make it happen, just as the rules of reproduction make the way for the birth of a child.

Redemption is a painful process — so is the extraction of anything. God’s people for example,
are being extracted from the world to be inhabitants of a new world, with a new life. Giving up
what we know and understand to walk into the unknown is frightening, but we are not doing it on
our own and there is no need to be afraid. The Lord has told us that we will not walk alone, and
that if we put our trust in Him, all will be well. But for Him to walk with us and we with Him means
that the extraction must bring about an exchange.

Matt 16:24, Then Yeshua told his talmidim, “If anyone wants to come after me, let him say ‘No’ to
himself, take up his execution-stake, and keep following me. 25 For whoever wants to save his
own life will destroy it, but whoever destroys his life for my sake will find it.

This is the cost, but yet it does not match the price that Christ paid for us to receive the honour of
becoming a disciple.

In earthly terms, just think of an alcoholic or a drug user, or anyone else involved in some kind of
addiction. For them, the extraction from their addiction demands that their body and mind are
purged of the toxins and their toxic effect. It is a painful process and in order for them to change
they must live according to an established set of regulations.
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Toxicity in the body of the church is the result of leven.— it is the contamination that breaks down
the integrity of the matrix.

Yeshua warned that the teaching of the Pharisees destabilised God’s word and the effect that it
had on the people, specifically their relationship with Him. Matt 16:11-12.

As a result, judgement is to begin in the house of the Lord.

Refusing to walk or be governed by God’s regulations makes for wickedness and such a person is
called a backslider.

Jeremiah 13:14,“Return, backsliding children,” says Adonai; “for | am your master.
| will take you, one from a city, two from a family, and bring you to Tziyon.

In this passage, we read that the Lord refers to Himself as ‘Master’. This is because one who
returns from his wickedness must learn again who YHVH is. He must learn to become a servant
before he can become a son. The sinner must learn the ways of God. The word for ‘backslider’, is
‘Shuvav or ‘Shobab, Strong’s H7726. It means: turn away, apostate. It is the opposite of one who
has made “Teshuvah’(Shub or Shuv) Strong’s 7725.

w ‘Shuvav’ contains two ‘Beth’s’.

Beth means house and thus it |
denotes that the backslider has
removed themselves from one
Beth Vv Shin house, the house of YHVH to
another. He no longer is entitled
Beth Beth Vav Shin

(SHUV) .
“Repent” 1 to the benefits that come by

residing in the house of the Lord. )
His heart and loyalty are divided. (SHUVAV)‘Turn Away

YHVH calls this idolatry and this will separate Himself from the person who chooses to turn away
from Him.

Yeshua said, a person cannot serve two masters. Matt 6:24. “No one can serve two masters.
Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Christ the covenant

However, though the backslider may prefer another arrangement, YHVH remains faithful. We have
been called into a relational contract with Him not the other way around. It is YHVH who wrote the
covenant not us. Despite His beloved choosing another over Him, He waits with patient
endurance for her to return to Him. In this process the breaking of covenants ensue in order for
new ones to arise. They however, are built upon previous ones and strengthen the bond between
all of them. Once again we see the redemptive process, the price and the pain. From out of the
world, people are choosing to return back to God and becoming people of the ‘Way’ and
accepting the covenant Christ renewed and looking into the teachings of YHVH’s Torah. There is a
great return happening and there is an even greater one to come. | know this is hard to see
sometimes when there is such an increase in secularism and lawlessness. However, we must
remain faithful and trust in the Most High who is above all power and principality. He has things in
hand. As we pursue faithfulness we must realise that we are a people chosen for His purpose.
That is important to understand. Our role in this wonderful relationship is to work with God and
pray without ceasing so that His kingdom will come - that many will come to repentance and all
the wicked subject to their own destiny.

This is difficult for us to understand; how can a loving God desire that such a fate should fall upon
part His creation?
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As | have written in the last Parsha we must realise that His bride exists within a wicked and
lawless world. Her circumstances will bring her forth as spotless and pure, perfected in the trials
of her struggle and perseverance. If YHVH were to destroy the world now, she would be in the
midst of it. Such is His great love for her — He desires her safety. She has been given salvation,
but she must not breach the covenant.

The Jubilee

Lev 25:9-10 Then you shall sound the horn loud; in the seventh month, on the tenth day of
the month—the Day of Atonement—you shall have the horn sounded throughout your land
and you shall hallow the fiftieth year. You shall proclaim release “liberty” throughout the
land for all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee - AMP

We obtain the word ‘Jubilee’ from the Hebrew word “Yobel’. The year of the favour of the Lord is
the year of Jubilee. As we approach the feast of Shavuot, we count the omer, 49 days plus one
day to make 50 days or seven weeks. One Sabbath year, which equals seven years, is a
shortening of the 49 years plus one year for the fiftieth year, which of course marks the Jubilee
year. The fiftieth year is thus the 7th cycle of the Sh’mita.

We know that Sh’mita means ‘release’ but what about the word Yovel and what does a jubilee
mean?

Jubilee is the Latin form, from which we get the idea of jubilation - shouting or crying to someone.
There are in addition several understandings of the meaning which includes:’ Trumpet’ ( Shofar or
ram’s horn); an expression of moving, as from one place to another, or to bear or to carry, as in
the association of a leader carrying the flock. You can see that the meaning takes on another
sense when compared to the western term where we count the jubilee as a number of years and
apportion different value to it.

The seventh year is a year when everything must rest, just as we are commanded to rest on the
seventh day. In this period we look to the balance of nature and in a macro way, the cosmos.
We will see this when YHVH restores the new heaven on the eighth day, the day after the
millennial seventh day.

The year of Jubilee, tells us further more that when everything is released and rested, YHVH will
bring a blessing. The restoration that comes because of the resting of the land or fallow period,
rejuvenates the earth and thus the new yield in subsequent years will be more bountiful.

Therefore in the year of Jubilee, and in celebration of the time of release from servitude and the
return of possession and land, the people rejoice in high celebration. You can imagine that this
was something that each generation would look forward to. It must have been an amazing time
for everyone. But probably not so for the owners of servants and land. However, a faithful Torah
observing master would have indeed honoured the Lord’s command and would have taken part in
the celebration too.

This brings me to the pearl of this Parsha.

According to Torah law, a master must look after his servant with respect and not treat him as a
slave. In the master’s house, the servant had rights. The servant was a possession of master. In
return for the master’s benevolence and care, the servant became a symbol of his master’s
kindness.

Though the master may have purchased the servant, it was understood that he was only a
custodian of the servant until the time of release. There is therefore, a great difference between
owning something and possessing something.

Ex 21 “These are the rulings you are to present to them:

2 “If you purchase a Hebrew slave, he is to work six years; but in the seventh, he is to be
given his freedom without having to pay anything.
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The year of the seventh shemitta, the Jubilee, shows us something much more profound. We
cannot own what God gives us ultimately, because if He owns us then what we have is His also.

In summary:

The concept of the Jubilee might seem idealogical and impossible to apply, especially to our
crazy busy and financially based world. How can these rules apply to us in such an age? God
does not want us to be slaves to the world and thus the institution of the Jubilee creates a
mechanism in which those in captivity to pressures and obligations of life, in all its native forms
can be free for Him. The debt of nations and of the individual is sprawling out of control. We can
choose our course, but how can we ask God to forgive those debts when we are trapped in
borrowing more. The Kingdom of the Lord is free from the evils and the government of this world.

Friends, if believers, believe they belong to the Lord, then maybe we should start living as if we
are. The Lord is interested in the whole of our lives and His creation, not just the bits we want to
give to him.

Masters and Servants

Lev 25:39-42

39 “If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves to you, do not make them
work as slaves. 40 They are to be treated as hired workers or temporary residents among you;
they are to work for you until the Year of Jubilee. 41 Then they and their children are to be
released, and they will go back to their own clans and to the property of their ancestors.

42 Because the Israelites are my servants, whom | brought out of Egypt, they must not be sold as
slaves. 43 Do not rule over them ruthlessly, but fear your God......

It is easy to become gloomy and despondent in this day. Though we have so much, many are
beginning to feel the pinch as the economy gets worse. As we see this breakdown, we are
witnessing a causal effect—the breakdown of ourselves. Mental strain, worry and stress and other
issues concerning our mental health are coming to the fore. The breakdown of the earth’s system
and our societies, so closely linked, are manifesting in a cascade of events, even as you read this.
Our only hope is to understand how we have done things, and how we have not obeyed the law
of God for our planet and for ourselves. We cannot deny what is happening to the earth, that is
real; it always has been, because the earth is a living organism, but we, I’'m afraid, are coming up
with other excuses for its condition. We simply don’t want to blame ourselves. We need to turn
back to the way.

Scholars argue that it was because Israel did not observe the Sh’mita that they went into exile for
70 years to Babylon. We read in Lev. 26:31-35 that God will take them into exile because they had
turned their back on His Torah. While they are in exile, the land would become desolate as it
enjoys its Sabbath rest. Thus, it implies that as Israel forsook the Torah, they also disregarded the
sh’mita. Consequently, God, who is jealous of His word and His creation, ensured that the land
rested for the years it was forsaken.

The Mishna, the teachings of the oral law, states that if the people will not observe the sh’mita
and allow the land to rest in their presence, it will rest in their absence (Shabbat 33a). Leviticus
26:14-46.

32 | myself will lay waste the land, so that your enemies who live there will be appalled. 33 | will
scatter you among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land will be laid
waste, and your cities will lie in ruins. 34 Then the land will enjoy its Sabbath years all the
time that it lies desolate and you are in the country of your enemies; then the land will rest
and enjoy its Sabbaths. 35 All the time that it lies desolate, the land will have the rest it did
not have during the Sabbaths you lived in it.

The strength of community, and the power we gain in our combined faith and trust in God, is
going to bring about phenomenal change. It will move mountains, it will create mountains, rivers in
the wildness, streams in the desert, crops in abundance, multitudes of livestock and fertility and
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wellbeing among God’s people. He will lead us beside clean fresh water, in pastures rich and
expansive. That’s His promise, and in that day we will rejoice and be jubilant and the sound of the
trumpet will echo across the land and in the heavenly realms. ‘Look what the Lord has done’, shall
be the shout that rises up to the heavens. Hallelujah!

We will see these things but the time of the calamity is nearing. Events are speeding up. We, who
are a people called by His name, a sacred name, remember, need to repent, pray and humble
ourselves and call upon His name. He has promised to heal the land. Remember this also, this
great healing is not for us now but for the generations to come, so that we with them, will declare
the goodness and the favour of the Lord in the year of our release. All of creation is heading for
the year of Jubilee.

Ex 21 “These are the rulings you are to present to them:
2 “If you purchase a Hebrew slave, he is to work six years; but in the seventh, he is to be given his
freedom without having to pay anything.

We have been reading throughout the book of Leviticus, the levels of concretion and holiness the
people must aspire to. The sacrifices of the people are given to make atonement, filling the
shortfall. The changing of heart and mind, loving YHVH, having reference an understanding for the
most sacred things of God, and looking after one another, is the walk of holiness. Yeshua brought
to remembrance, that this walk will be difficult for some, they have to carry their cross and pass
through the narrow gate. The Highway of Holiness is for their feet to walk upon. Repentance must
bring us to the crossroads to this highway. Yeshua our great shepherd knows, that there will only
be a remnant in His flock.

We must remember, that Israel does not possess the land God has given them to occupy, but are
only custodians of it, and thus cannot live how they want or in accordance to their own laws.
Neither do they occupy the complete portion. To live in the land, the people must obey YHVH’s
regulations and be in Christ. In this way, they will abide in the peace of His Sabbath and the land
will prosper and yield its crop in abundance.

Psalm 18
1.l love You [fervently and devotedly], O Lord, my strength.”
2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and the One who rescues me;
My God, my rock and strength in whom I trust and take refuge;
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower—my stronghold.

Be blessed and walk in the Light of His love and may this Shabbat bring harmony and peace to
your week.

Page 7 of 9



Numbers 6:
24 ‘Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha.
[May Adonai bless you and keep you.]
25 Ya’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka.
[May Adonai make his face shine on you and show you his favour.]
26 Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem |’kha shalom
[May Adonai lift up his face toward you and give you peace.]

Shabbat Shalom
Grant Marshall
Co-founder Arrows of Ephrayim Ministries.
Co-Pastor: the Lost Sheep Community Fellowship, UK

Additional reading:

Readings of the prophets (Jeremiah) 16:19-17:14
B’rit Hadashah: Yochanan (John) 14:15-21; 15:10-12; Matt16:20-28

Glossary

Midrash: In Judaism, the Midrash is the genre of rabbinic literature which contains early interpretations and
commentaries on the Written Torah and Oral Torah (spoken law and sermons), as well as non-legalistic rabbinic
literature (Aggadah) and occasionally the Jewish religious laws (halakha), which usually form a running commentary
on specific passages in the Hebrew Scripture (Tanakh)

Mishnah, means ‘repetition’. It is the earliest authoritative body of Jewish oral law. Its writing contain the views of the
sages throughout the ages who were known as the Tannaim (from the Aramaic 'tena', meaning to teach). The
Mishnah was compiled 10-220CE

Targum: Targum Onkelos (or Onqelos), is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum (Aramaic translation) to the Torah.
However, its early origins may have been western, in Israel. Its authorship is attributed to Onkelos, a famous convert
to Judaism in Tannaic times (c. 35-120 CE)

Targum Jonathan: Targum Jonathan), otherwise referred to as Targum Yonasan/Yonatan, is the official eastern
(Babylonian) Targum to the Nevi'im/Prophets. Its early origins, however, are western (i.e. from the Land of Israel), and
the Talmudic tradition attributes its authorship to Jonathan ben Uzziel of Jerusalem in the time of King Herod

Tannaim: Tannaim were the Rabbinic sages whose views are recorded in the Mishnah, from approximately 10-220 CE.
The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the Mishnaic period, lasted about 210 years.

Talmud: The Talmud means "instruction, learning", "teach, study") is a central text of Rabbinic Judaism. The term
"Talmud" normally refers to the collection of writings named specifically the Babylonian Talmud (Taimud Bavli),
although there is also an earlier collection known as the Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi) or Palestinian

The Talmud has two components:
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1. The Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law;
2. The Gemara (c. 500 CE), an elucidation of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings that often ventures onto other
subjects and expounds broadly on the Hebrew Bible

Jubilees: The Book of Jubilees claims to present "the history of the division of the days of the Law, of the events of the
years, the year-weeks, and the jubilees of the world" as revealed to Moses (in addition to the Torah or "Instruction")
by angels while he was on Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights. The chronology given in Jubilees is based on
multiples of seven; the jubilees are periods of 49 years, seven "year-weeks", into which all of time has been divided

Vulgate: This is the Latin Bible. Translated from the Hebrew and Aramaic by Jerome between 382 and 405 CE, this text
became knowns as the 'versio vulgata', which means ‘common translation'.

Rashi , whose real name is Shlomo Yitzchaki was born in France in the 11th century. Rashi wrote a comprehensive
commentary on the Talmud and commentary on the Hebrew Bible.

Moses ben Maimon, also known as Maimonides became better known by the acronym Rambam. He was born in 1138
in Cordoba, Spain. He was a Sephardic Jew and influential philosopher. He is considered to be among the greatest of

Torah Scholars.

Nachmanides- 13th century French Jewish Philosopher, commonly known by the acronym; Rambam.
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